THE DESCENDANTS OF JAGIELLO

1504, which established a Council of twenty-four
Senators for his guidance. These were to serve in rotas
of six, for six months at a time. By the same act he was
deprived of the right of mortgaging the royal estates,
except with the consent of the Senate, given during the
sitting for the sejm or Diet. It was further provided that
the Grand Chancellor and the Vice-Chancellor must not
be appointed except with the consent of the Senate during
the sitting of the sejm.

In the following year, at the Diet of Radom, was
enacted the Statute of Nihil Novi for the further safeguard
of the privileges of the nobles. It provided that the king
should not alter the Constitution, or enact any new
Statute, except with the consent of the Senate and the
sejm. At the same Diet was propounded and accepted
the guiding principle of Polish polity that all legislation
must represent, not the will of a majority, but the
unanimous wish of the Diet. On this principle was
afterwards based the right of exercising the veto. A
century and a half later all legislative action in Poland
was to be stultified by the exercise of this privilege of
Liberum veto.

Alexander died in 1506, leaving to his brother Sigis-
mund a legacy of debt, and a number of undecided
quarrels, with others looming on the horizon. He was
probably the least capable of die line of the Jagiellos.
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